They're the most awesome heroes 
fighting the most despicable villains 
in a universal struggle for power. 
And they're yours in this incredible 
collection of twelve action figures. 
Just squeeze ‘em. Each has its own 
power action. Superman punches. 
Brainiac kicks. The Flash runs. Get 
them together and you trigger the 
endless battle of the Super Powers 
Collection. Who wins? Who loses? 
You decide! 
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“SEE HERE, ZHE POOR BEMILPERED CRPYAN BOY; 
WHOSE PARENTS SET THE MONKEY DEVIL FREE, 
PERCEIVING MAGIC AS SOME PIRLOR-7OY. 
THEIR LIVES WERE FORFET, ANDO HIS SANITY. 


"URS NAME 1S FEAR. 

LIKE FEAR IT ALTERS SHAPE, 
AWD VET IT LICKS HkS HAND 
AND.CALLS HIM MASTER. 
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YBBY..?” 


OFF WITH THE £725, 
I BET. ALWAYS OFF 


1 AWOW WE ARGUED, BUT 
I WAS SORRY... I CAME 
AFTER YOU, 10 ALP 


I CAN SEE THAT 
I HAVE MLARINEP 


THERE (§ WO ONE JO 
HEAR, AND I SHALL 
STILL BE HERE WHEN 
YOU ARE FINISHEP, 


my ©=DAMIN YOU FOR MAKING ME 
DO THIS ON MY OWN. 


RHETT PAUL, TRY TO AtiW. 
: PLEASE, PAUL... 


OH, LOOK, 
PAUL...I'M 

1 DION’T MEAN TO 
SOT, 


THE APE IS BATTLING SOON IT WILL PAUSE 
WITH THE THING OF MOSS, ANDO REALIZE ITS LOSS. 
HIS SMALL, RELUCTANT ITS HOWL WILL COME TOO 
MASTER QUITE FORGOT. m LATE, AND MATTERS NOT. 


JEN, THE CHILD 5 t 
THAT BINGS IT TO THIS PLANE FEAR NOT, FOR PAIN 1S 


SALE Oe NANCE SS 7 SHORT AND DEATH IS LONG, 
THOUGH AS To WHAT DREAM 
FOLLOW, LEGENDS VAY, 


THEY ALSO SUFFER, . 
THOSE THAT DO NO WRONG . 
YOUR DEATH IS SACL... 


+..YOU ESCAPED THE MONKEY'S 

FESTERING CLUTCH. PERHAPS 

YOU HAD NO AEA FOR IT TO 
USE? 


I'LL OWN, IT DOES NOT 
INTEREST ME MUCH.. 
YOU PLAY ieee A 
h SIR... 
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WON'T LET ANYTHING 


HURT US, 
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HE'S MY FRIEND. 


‘THE 


PERHAPS YOUU 


YOU'RE NOT REAL... YOU 
AN HALLUCINATION... 


WOW, IF YOU WANT 7O SEE 

HER AGAIN, IM AFRAID YO tL 

HAVE TO DO SOMETHING RATHER « 
LMBEASANT FIRST. R 


SSF SS 
17'S ALWAYS THE FS 


WELL, YOULL HAVE 
OPEN YOLR WOT 
AS WIDE AS IT Wil GO... 


‘EM Al YOUR COMIC STORE OR SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
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WOOP 2QURE NOT wy tam! 
2 MY NOM IS AeA?! 


you're A ScuMMY 
LITTLE MONKEY AND 


P~ YOU'RE NOT AS 
SCARY ASA MOUSE! 
NOT EVEN A: 
RY A 


IR, NO 
MATTER HOW 
SMALL IT HAS 
GROWN... 
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SUN POWERED 
AIRSHIP! 
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UFO SOLAR 
GIANT Airship — 10 FEET LONG! $4 98 


Powered by the sun. Nothing else to 
buy. Expose Airship to the sun and: 
it1nses to tremendous attitudes. YOU controt height with 
‘special flying cable. (included). If'*cut ioosa” Airstup 
can reach 30,000 feet! Tested in Wisconsin, | watch- 
e attack the Airship at 2.000 feet while it was 
ng Guaranteed fo to ny Use year around — 
saree Se the fun — let the sun do 
the work! RETURN TORRE EFUND IN 30 DAYS NOT 
PLEASED. Only $1.98 +.97€ postage & handling. Send 
total $2.95. Special Offer: 2 for $5 or 5 for $10 
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BODYBUILDING COURSE 
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g7™, necessary. Nothing else to buy. FAST 
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TOGETHER! 


|by Greg Potter, Gene Colan and Klaus Janson 


JCOMING SOON! 


UR PARENTS FREED THE 
MONKEY WITH A CHARM 
SPELLED OUT IN RAN! 
LETTERS ON A BOARD. 
WAS THERE SOME ALTHER 
FIEND THAT NUDGED THEIR ARM? 
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THE ASHER, MADAM, 
1S FOR x7 TO KNOW. 


WERE )0¢/ SCARED 
WHEN THE MONKEY KING 
JUMPED ON You? 


WHAT DID 
DOC/ SEE? 


THAT'S Good. 
1 MEAN, Y'KNOW. 
IT MAKES ME 


= \ Eee 
< ac ARED 
Semin SOMETIMES, THEN... 


Soo 


SRE 


IT HASN'T AU, BEEN 

THIS WAY, ONCE WERE 
DIFFERENT, OU} 

PSYCHES ae At 


1 DON'T UNDERSTAND 
ALL OF THIS, BUT... 


1 NO BAI 
iS 


+ HE 700 HAS GROWN 
MORE LIKE E7KIGAN. 


NOT CHANGED. WE ARE 
STILL AT WAR... 


J CANNOT HELP 
Mb MRS, CABLE. 


LAWN 
RESIDENTIAL 


gwrsly, Ka | : 


“ALONG 178 EASTERN EDGE 
THE SKY'S AFLAME, 

FE SKULKS BACK TO HIS MUP, 
HS FERNS AND STONES... 


"THE THINGS OF SHADOW 

VANISH WITH THE NIGHT , 

WORSE HORRORS STILL 
ARE HERALDED: 
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When the mail on "The Anatomy 
Lesson” hit the DC offices, we noticed 
that your letters shared three similar 
elements: shock that Swamp Thing was 
never Alee Holland, just @ plant all this 
time; shock that he murdered Sunder- 
land; and curiosity as to how he would 
deal with his hopelessness and now 
seemingly shattered existence. 

Weill, in the last six issues, you've 
seen that Swamp Thing hasn't gone 
insane; he's dealt with it all. He’s more 
confident, assertive, yet more remote, 
intriguing, and mysterious. in many 
ways he invokes our sympathy more 
now, even though | don't think he'd 
want it. | know he wouldn't want it. 

Since we received so much mail on 
this classic story, I'm going to sit back 
and let you read as much as | can 
squeeze into this column. Meanwhile, 
make sure you're here next month for 
“The Burial,” by Alan and—while Steve 
and John are taking @ short break— 
guest artist Shawn McManus. Thanks 
for reading and we'll see you soon— 
Karen 


Dear Alan, Stephen, John, Tatjana, 
John, and Len: 

This is horror. Too many times is 
horror confused with the pounding of 
one’s head with an axe. We don’t need 
that kind of graphié bloodshed to feel 
real horror. 1am much more horrified by 
the realization that our old friend Alec 
Holland is not Alec Holland but rather a 
plant that believes itself to be Alec. For 
tén years and méré, | have béliaved Alec 
was transforméd into a walking plant. 
Now | find out that it never was Alec 
under that 86aweed underwear. This is 
horrifying. | have discovered that reality 
was fot what we thought it was at all. 
Just as Swamp Thing did, we con- 
sidered an illusion to be reality. Yeteven 
though Swamp Thing was never actual- 
ly human, he showed more humanity 
than anyone else in a given story. This 
was a horror, a realistic horror, that Len 
Wein communicated to us well. Thanks 
to Len Wein, Bernie Wrightson, David 
Michelinie, Nestor Redondo, Martin 
Pasko, Tom Yeates, and this new team | 
have felt the fear, frustration, loneli- 
ness, and sorrow of the Swamp Thing. 
Thanks to you, Alan, | see him(it) in a 
new light, .a. blinding light that has 
somehow given me better vision than 
ever..For those of us who remember our 
first impression of the Swamp Thing, it 
is much like what | feel now. When I first 
saw the Swamp Thing, | expected a 
brainless, murderous monster. What | 


got was an intelligent, sensitive, 
passionate man. You made him our 
friend, Len. Bernie made him an image 
that evoked our fear and sympathy. Alan 
has now made him even more real than 
he was and increased my sympathy, 
fear, and loyalty. Though he is now more 
of a physical monster; he is that much 
more human. | feel for him more than 
ever now that | understand him so much 
more. For once | fully understand his 
origin. Nearing the climax of the story, | 
pictured myself plunged into the 
swamp, dead within seconds. If mycon- 
sciousness did live on, how would | be 
expected to ignore my desires to live on 
and rise through whatever means 
possible? If | had died under such 
terrible circumstances and been givena 
new physical form so alien from my 
own, would | be expected to face reality? 
Could | face reality? Of course, | realize 
that Swamp Thing is not Alec, rather a 
plant that thinks it is Alec. This plant, 
however, has all of Holland's memories, 
wants, and desires. Specifically, his 
desire to live. When it comes down to 
teality, no one really wants todie. Evena 
suicidal man simply chooses death as a 
panicked alternative to a life that has 
frustrated his wants, needs, and 
desires. And so, take an Alec Holland, 
any Alec Holland, a man whose life is 
full. Not only doesn’t he want to live, he 
wants to squeeze every precious mo- 
fnent out of life. 

Swamp Thing has ever been a 
creature | wouldn't mind meeting, now 
\'m not so sure. He now knows reclaim- 
ing his humanity is next to impossible. 
(NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE.) How will he 
teact? How would anyone react? It is an 
individual thing. Swamp Thing has held 
an illusion as his true origin. He was 
wrong about that origin. He was even 
wrong about the form of life he thought 
he thought he was. 

Is Swamp Thing Holland? Is he a he, 
an it, a plant, both, or neither? This is a 
character we have always been able to 
identify with easily. He is real to us 
readers; a fully dimensional person. 
How can we ever feel the same towards 
Alec? He has wantonly murdereda man. 
Sunderland posed no immediate threat 
to Swamp Thing. For the first time, 
Swamp Thing has killed someone he 
could have allowed to live. After eleven 
years, that walking hulk of vegetation is 
@ stranger. Obviously, his sanity has 
been shaken. This will make him a 


slightly different person. Onlythefuture 


will tell us just how unsettled his sanity 
has become. 
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SWAMP THING will forever be a very 
different book. An old image is dead and 
€@ new image is built upon it. Comics are 
an art form and SWAMP THING isa rare 
masterpiece. The depth and meaning of 
that masterpiece has now greatly in- 
creased. Thank you, Alan Moore, 
Stephen Bissette, and John Totleben, 
for this issue. Thank you, Len Wein and 
Berni Wrightson, for the last eleven 
years. 

Best Wishes, 
Jericho Stroup Ii 
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Dear Alan, Stephen, and John, 

Last night | read SWAMP THING #21, 
and here are the results of that issue. | 
thought it was quite simply the very 
finest issue of SWAMP THING since the 
old series with Len and Bernie. Each 
page | read | liked more and more. The 
further | went, the more | became 
engrossed in the story, then it was over! 
What a great, great issue! Lately 
SWAMP THING has been a bit boring in 
comparison to the stories a few months 
back. This issue made me forget all the 
ones | might not have liked. Much of this 
credit must go to Alan Moore, who is 
one of comics’ better storytellers. | loved 
your stuff in WARRIOR, and | know you 
are really going to make SWAMP THING 
fun, or scary, to read again. This issue 
read like a novel; you are a truly gifted 
writer! 

The art was better than usual, though 
it’s always nice. This is a book that 
features great art every month—time- 
consuming art. You can tell all the long 
hours that go into each issue—very 
detailed, very beautifull Stepheri and 
John have captured the Wrightson 
mood and have expanded further to 
bizarre panel structure, large panels 
where they’re needed, and groups of 
small ones where they fit in. Keep it up, 
guys. And finally, that Yeates cover was 
outstanding. Oh, well, Alan, Stephen, 
John, and Tom...thank youl 

Mark Waldman 
9639 Amigo Avenue 
Northridge, CA 91324 
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Dear Editor, 

Hove it, Hove it! SOTST #21 is the best 
SWAMP THING story to come along in 
many years. This single story of revela- 
tion is better than any previous SWAMP. 
THING, new or old. 

The true nature of Swamp Thing/Alec 


Holiand is totally awesome. Think about 
it. Is this creature a deluded plant with 
aspirations of being a man? The ramifi- 
cations are limitless. All these years he 
thought he was merely transformed, but 
he is truly an i with another being’s 
memories. | can feel the rage mounting 
to insanity because of the shattered 
bolief of humanity. 

But then, why should humanity not be 
within its grasp? It does have the 
memories and feelings of the true Alec 
Holland. A body is a body by any other 
name or form, he(?) it must merely adapt 
to its new reality. | believe this will be 
the storyline for the future of SOTST. 

As to the present, the artwork is 
fabulous. The story would have been 
lacking if not for the detailed rendition- 
ing of the newly born, tormented swamp 
“monster.” The story itself was also 
greatly detailed and well thought out. 
I'm glad to see someone created a 
rational explanation for one of comic- 
dom‘s favorite phenomenons. Lastly, 
will Alan Moore, Stephen Bissette, John 
Totleben, and everyone else involved 
with SOTST #21 please take a bow for 
creating the best comic produced for 
this month. You all deserve it. 

Sincerely, 

Roland Schama 

8002 Pamela Drive 

North Royalton, OH 44133 
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Dear Len, 

i have NEVER (really!) read a story 
such as “The Anatomy Lesson” which 
was presented in SOTST #211 

I've been a Swampy-fan since HOUSE 
OF SECRETS #92 and have always felt 
that Alec Holland was still “there” 
beneath all that plant life. 

But it was indeed a shocker to learn 
‘that the Swamp Thing is simply(?) plant- 
life which tries to act like Alec Holland! 
WOWI!! (Pleeze don’t let Swampy go 
insane!) 

\‘d like to congratulate Alan, Stephen, 
and John as well as the whole Swamp 
Crew on what | thought was the best 
issue of SOTST...so far. The story wasa 
twister | never expected! Good work and 
keep the presses roiling!! 

J. Phillyon 
2911S, 15 St. 
Sheb., Wi 53081 
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Dear Joey, 

“The Anatomy Lesson” #21 quali- 
‘fies-as nothing less than an epic. We 
fow have a totally new Swampy origin 
to ponder, thanks to scribe Alan Moore. 
Best of all, though, this new origin, 
when compared to the traditional one, is 
equally tenable, perhaps more sensible, 
and certainly more devastating to 
Swampy. Imagine finding out you're not 
even who you think you are, you're not 
even what you think you are! Of course, 

* it's still an unproved theory. The original 
origin might still hold true. Maybe the 
formula works only on male human 
tissue, of maybe Linda Holland didn’t 


store enough of the formula to be 
affected. Maybe. 

Art Vidro 

34 North Court 

Roslyn Heights, NY 11577 
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Dear Editor, 

| would like to begin by stating that 
SOTST #21 was an issue greeted with 
mixed emotions. Technically, the story 
presented was one of the most solid, 
well-constructed and gracefully ex- 
ecuted tales | have seen. It grabbed my 
attention, held it in suspense, and 
surprised me in its climactic ending. 
Now | have to figure out why | didn’t like 
it. 

For myself, the problem with Alan 
Moore’s script was the content. Let me 
start at the ending. Time has proven that 
Swamp Thing has much more in his 
grotesque mind than _ intelligence, 
specifically Alec Holland's. This 
creature experiences an entire gambit 
of emotions that are uniquely Alec 
Holland. His love for his wife and his 
mourning for her loss provide good 
examples. Instead of complicating 
things, Dr. Woodrue has oversimplified 
them. In the story's end we saw the 
creature kill Sunderland. | find it very 
hard to believe that a creature with 
Alec's emotions would kill, and, yes, | 
find it hard to believe even under those 
conditions. 

| was disappointed in what actually 
happened with Linda Holland's body. In 
my opinion it was just wrapped up too 
neatly. | was expecting so much more to 
come from that plot thread than was 
actually sewn. 

Lastly, when you stole Alec Holland's 
hope of becoming human again, you 
stole my hope for him as well. 
Realistically, | atways knew that if the 
Swamp Thing ever regained his human 
form, the saga would be over. Even with 
this in the back of my mind, | pitied the 
poor soul. Earlier when | talked about 
emotions | didn’t mention my own, but 
Alan Moore has gained my respect for 
making me feel pity and anguish over a 
character that doesn’t really exist. | am 
interested in seeing how well this 
scripter will handle a character that has 
even lost hope. 

Thanks for listening. 


Apt. 24-C 
Durham, NC 27705 
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Dear Editor: 

lam thinking about Alec Holland. lam 
thinking about issue #21, certainly the 
most brilliant of them all. |am thinking 
about the superb artwork of Bissette and 
Totleben. | am thinking about the 
inspired choice of Alan Moore to bring 
Dr. Jason Woodrue (THE FLORONIC 
MAN) into the story—I'm shocked that 
no one ever thought of it before. He’s the 
perfect enemy for SWAMP THING, now 
that Arcane has passed permanently 
from the scene (I'm being daring here). 1 
am thinking about where you ao from 


here. Maybe nowhere— Have you 
passed the point of no return? Now that 
your title character has been rendered 
permanently non-human, he would 
have no reason to associate with man- 
kind—or with Dennis and Liz; Abby and 
Matt. So where do we go from here? It - 
was a brilliant story, No. #21.lam think- 
ing, though, that you may have put your- 
self in a bad corner. After this, what is 
there left for our hero to do, except die? 


Sincerely, 
Charles D. Brown 
39 Stockton St. 
Brentwood, NY 11717 
nana 
Dear Editor: 
‘have just finished reading SWAMP 


THING 21. ft hurt my back to extricate 
this typewriter from its resting place, but 
I.must write: | may as well write; | won't 
be able to read anything for at least 
twenty minutes. In two issues | have 
determined that Alan Moore is the best 
writer being published today. Not the 
best comic book writer alone. The best 
writer being published. 

In issue twenty, with the able 
assistance of Dan Day and John 
Totleben, Alan wrapped up the messy 
plotlines that Marty had used to get me 
interested in the book in the first place, 
and then extrapolated the most intrigu- - 
ing, breath-taking, suspenseful story | 
had read in a long time. | started recom- 
mending SWAMP THING to my friends 
with a bit of a hard sell. That is, ! would 
add it to their stacks of comics as they 
were getting ready to leave. A few of the 
stupider ones put it back. 

in issue 21, now safe in its snug litte 
bag, Alan took a rinky-dink little villain, 
fleshed (or florad) him out, and once 
again crafted the best story | had ever 
read. He gave a plausible explanation for 
the origin of the Swamp Thing, buteven 
more importantly, showed us the results 
of this discovery. It was all so real. twas 
all so terrifying. Right there, on Earth-1, 
a plant screamed. 

Stephen Bissette, a fellow Vermonter, 
and John Totleben again envisualized a 


“haunting view of the events. Dr. 


Woodrue has never been portrayed thus. 
to my knowledge. This time, he wasn't 
just a funny-colored man with leaves.He 
was a plant. | am looking forward to a 
fong and happy friendship, but next 
issue will probably dash that. Then 
again, perhaps in five years, the title will 
be changed from SAGA OF THE 
SWAMP THING to SWAMP THING ANO 
THE FLORONIC MAN. Who knows? Only 
Alan, and | have to wait another month 
to get a clue. 

I've rambled a bit, but with my brain in 
this state, I'm amazed | could be this 
coherent. Pay Alan Moore lots of money. 
Keep him. 

From nowhere near a swamp, 


A246007 . 


Burlington, VT 


aeene 


Things an’ Stuff 

Our humor line is coming along 
nicely. Old pro Shelly Mayer is hard at 
work on a brand-new series of Sugar n 
Spike adventures, and fans of this 
cartooniat's brain child(ren) can look 
for a release of isaue #1 sometime this 
fall or early winter. Sugar n’ Spike is 
fun for children of all ages, and if 
you've never read it or any other work 
by the incomparable Shelly Mayer, I 
assure you, you're in for one heck of a 
treat. 

A Funny Stuff Christmas special is 
on the drawing board, being lovingly: 
prepared by Random’s own Mike 
Tiefenbacher, Chuck Fiala, and Jim 
Engel. Look for this stocking stuffer 
gometime before the night before 
Christmas. 

Also on the drawing board for 
release early in 1985 (to complete the 
line) are humor books from: John 
Costanza, writing and drawing about 
4 lovable bunch of kids whose funny 
adventures begin as their computer- 
controlied spaceship blasts off from 
their tree house; Gary Freidrich and 
Stan Goldberg writing and drawing a 
Roy Thomas-created tidbit about a 
group of whacko powers!; another Roy 
Thomas creation called Thudd and 
Blunder, written by Jim Engels and 
drawn by John Costanza (I think I may 
be losing the beat comic book letterer 
in the business, but John would rather 
switch than quit). Look for them all. 
Lotsa Fun! 


Exceptional Excerpts 
Dear Dick, 

I gure would like to read all the 
Denny O'Neil/Neal Adams Batman 
stories. Why don’t you reprint them for 
me? Your old pal, 

Stephen Gawronski 
6412 Arizona Avenue 
Hammond, IN 46323 

Done! Well, maybe not all the Denny 
O'Neil/Neal Adams they, I inked 
them, remember?) Batman stories, but 
most of them will be reprinted 
following the current New Gods 
reprints. Incidentally, the Batman 
reprints will also feature the Batman by. 
other fan favorites such as 
Englehart/Rogers and Walt Simonson 
(.. and maybe one or two by yours 
traly). 


Dear Mr. Giordano, 

The December Meanwhile... column 
offers some new, very valid reasons 
why the price of comics has risen. Your 
defense regarding the new policy of 
royalty payments seemed tinged with 
just the slightest bit of anger. Don't you 
believe that royalties are a fair 
compensation for an artist's or writer's 
work? 

Sincerely, 

Jim Guida 

511 Hudson St. 

Redwood City, CA 94062 

Huh? I was one of the architects of 
DC's royalty plan. The vast majority o1 
the time that I've spent in this busines: 
Aas been spent at a drawing board. 


There is just no way! could be “angry” 
with any plan that rewards writers and 
artiste! To be truthful, the royalty piaa 
benefits me, too. I still spend 
considerable time at a drawing board, 
as you may have noticed. What you 
mistook for “anger” was merely a 
detailing of the various increases in 
the cost of doing business (royalties 
included) that led to a price 

increase. I wasn't angry atany of 

those increases. 


Dear Mr. Giordano, 

Quite recently, I was somewhat 
distressed to discover that D.C. intends 
to effect, what I consider ill-advised, 
changes in Superman. 

Raul Wrona 
115 Beatrice St. 
Toronto Ontario M6] 2T2 

Wrong! Most of the changes referred 
to in thot article are incorrect. One of 
our artists spoke ata convention of an 
upcoming change in the Superman 
series. He spoke a bit out of turn, but 
the Comics Buyers’ Guide reporter 
sniffing a good story quoted him 
without checking the facts closely 
enough. 

Yes, we are considering several 
possibilities for changes in Superman. 
No, we will not (repeat, not) change his 
costume. Unthinkable. And, yea, the 
changes, if they occur, will return the 
greatest of all super-heroes to hig 
zightul position of glory or they won't 


be made, D> t a _ 


Stay tuned. 


SPOTLIGHT ON BATMAN AND Tis OUTSIDERS 


Dear Dick: 

Since you asked me what you should 
tell the readers of your column about 
Batman and the Outsiders, I'd suggest 
the following: 

* Tell them how everyone thought 
BATO was initially just another 
attempt to cash in on the super-team 
trend, and were pleased to find out that 
BATO haa en identity and a flavor all 
ita own! No one thought that The 
Batman could lead The Outsiders, and 
retain his mysterioso! I told ‘em so...! 

* Tell them how happy we all are to 
have artist/co-creator Jim Aparo back 
in the spotlight again! You and I both 
agree that Jim is one of the unsung 
heroes of this business, and we're both 
delighted that he’s working on a 
popular, high-visibility book. 

* And speaking of high-visibility 
books, someone (whose initials are the 
same aa Dizzy Gillespie's) forgot to 
plug Outsiders Annual #1 in his last 
Meanwhile columal It's a 41-page 
extravaganza entitled “.. Land Where 
Our Fathers Died," in which The 
Outsiders go it alone against a group 
of patriotic super-villains called The 
Force of July, and the behind-the- 
scenes manipulator, Big Brother 
{check the calendar, it’s that year!). It's 
being inked by Jim Aparo, over the 
pencils of (get this!) Jerome Moore 
(who designed the FOS), Jan 
Duursema, Rick Hoberg, and Alex 


Saviuk! And the cover is a wonderful 
collaboration by {are you sitting 
down?) Frank Miller and Jimi It'll beon 
sale June 21, and it'll be worth waiting 
for! 

* Tell your readers that we're 
delighted at how readily they've 
accepted The Outsiders, both as 
individuals and aa a team. Taking two: 
longtime members of the DC Univers 
like Metamorpho and Black Lightning 
and making them teammates of three 
new characters like Halo, Geo-Force, 
and Katana wasn't the easiest task to 
pull off (and it’s still a challenge), but: 
the fans seem to like it, and so do most 
of my fellow proal (Thanks, guys.) § 

* And last, and maybe best, tell ‘em 
about all the neat stuff happening in 
SATO in the rest of 1984 and early 85. 
Coming up is a two-part Olympics 
story (guest-penciled by rising star Bil 
Willingham), then a story about 
Metamorpho, all leading into ¢ multi- 
parter that will answer perhaps the 
moat-asked question in all of DCdom: 
Who is Halo? (Actually, Halo is a cross 
between Jesus Christ and my little 
sister, and she—aw, skip itl) 

* And, of course, don’t forget to end’ 
your column with your uaual cheery 

Thank you and good aiternoon. 


Mike W. Barr 
Writer/Editor 
Batman and the Outsiders 
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